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Sir: 

The references listed in the attached form PTO-1449 are cited pursuant 
to Rule 37 C.F.R. 1 .56 to meet the duty to disclose to the Patent Office all 
information known to the inventor, attorney or any other person who is substantively 
involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application or who is associated with 
the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to 
assign the application. 
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Applicant during prosecution of the parent case, namely U.S. Serial No. 09/877,936, 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(d), a copy of each of these references is not being 
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